In sub-Saharan Africa, adolescents and young adults (ages 10-24) are faced with high levels of unintended pregnancy and a disproportionately high HIV burden-particularly among adolescent girls and young women. In Uganda, youth comprise nearly 40 percent of people living with HIV, and prevalence among young women is nearly twice that of young men (7 percent vs. 4 percent).
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Although most sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) programs target young people ages 15 to 24, there is growing global recognition that early adolescents (EAs, ages 10 to 14) should not be neglected in these efforts. The crucial transition between early and late adolescence is characterized by dramatic social and biological changes, as well as emerging sexuality. 2 Studies among EAs routinely suggest that they possess limited knowledge about fertility or HIV prevention, yet a notable proportion are sexually active. 2 In addition, these young people are increasingly internalizing gender norms-i.e., societal expectations about how men and women should behave. Even before they are sexually active, EAs may harbor the expectation that boys should be sexually active and girls should be sexually passive. 3 To develop strategies that are appropriate for both Ugandan EAs and adolescents and young adults (AYAs, ages 15 to 24), programmers and policymakers require detailed information about their SRHR knowledge, attitudes, and practices, including their views toward inequitable gender norms. In response to these needs, the Population Council collaborated with Makerere University's Child Health and Development Centre to conduct a study of males and females ages 10 to 24 to help inform future programs and policies affecting these young people. This study was conducted as part of the Link Up project, a global consortium led by the International HIV/AIDS Alliance Interviewers also asked the older participants (AYAs) additional questions about more sensitive topics: sexual behaviors and intimate partner violence (IPV). We also conducted qualitative in-depth interview (IDIs) with a subsample of the AYA survey participants: 14 males and 16 females.
RESULTS

Participant characteristics
We interviewed 960 participants; half were recruited from each Kampala and Wakiso districts. About onethird (31 percent) were EAs; 60 percent were female. Gender composition varied by age stratum: 49 percent of EAs were girls, whereas nearly two-thirds (64 percent) of AYAs were women. Eighty-two percent of females had at least secondary education, compared to 70 percent of males. More women than men had ever been married or had children (Table 1) . 
Knowledge of pregnancy and HIV prevention
We assessed participants' knowledge of HIV transmission and pregnancy. Participants who correctly answered all relevant questions were considered to have comprehensive knowledge of either topic. Misconceptions about pregnancy were common. A minority of AYAs (13 percent) and EAs (4 percent) answered all questions correctly ( Figure 1 ). About half of EAs (45 percent) and three-quarters of AYAs (76 percent) knew that a girl can "get pregnant the first time she has sex," whereas 10 percent of EAs and 20 percent of AYAs knew that a girl "can get pregnant if a man withdraws before ejaculating." In general, AYAs scored higher than EAs on all questions.
Nearly all participants had ever heard of HIV; 68 percent knew someone who was living with HIV. Twentytwo percent of EAs had ever received HIV testing and counseling (HTC) services, compared with 79 percent of AYAs. AYA women were more likely to have been tested than men. Most participants provided a correct response to at least one of the five questions asked about HIV transmission. Only half of AYAs (48 percent) and a quarter of EAs (27 percent) had comprehensive knowledge of HIV transmission (Figure 1 ).
Reproductive history and family planning
Many AYA women (39 percent) had ever been pregnant; a significantly lower proportion of AYA men impregnated someone (15 percent). Nearly all participants (94 percent) wanted children in the future; only a small minority of AYAs wanted children soon or now (AYAs: 3 percent). Nearly all AYAs (96 percent), and over half of EAs (58 percent) knew of any methods to prevent pregnancy. Among the 395 AYAs who had had sex in the past 12 months and did not currently want to have a child, about one-third of both women (39 percent) and men (37 percent) were not using a modern contraceptive method (data not shown). 
…most of the men don't like them
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Sexual behavior among adolescents and young adults
Seventy percent of AYAs and 4 percent of EAs had ever had sex. As shown in Figure 2 , half of all AYAs had sex within the last six months.
Two-thirds (67 percent) of AYA women were sexually active (had sex in the past 12 months), compared to 57 percent of men. Nearly half (45 percent) of sexually active males had two or more partners in the past 12 months, compared with 14 percent of women. Over half of women (58 percent) and one-third of men (32 percent) had not used condoms the last time they had sex. About one-quarter of women (23 percent) and 40 percent of men did not know the HIV status of their last sex partner. Women were less likely than men (49 percent vs. 70 percent) to have used a condom with a partner whose HIV status they didn't know (Table 2) .
Nearly half of young women (47 percent) said that they had been paid for sex with money, goods, or services in the past 12 months, and over a quarter of young men (28 percent) had paid someone for sex with money, goods, or services. Many women (41 percent) reported experiencing any symptoms consistent with STIs in the past 12 months.
Intimate partner violence among adolescents and young adults
Among AYAs, two-thirds of both women (67 percent) and men (65 percent) reported experiencing any abusive behavior at the hands of a partner in the past 12 months; 7 percent of women between had been forced to have sex against their will during the same period. Many women (44 percent) and men (50 percent) also reported perpetrating at least one form of violence against a partner during the past 12 months. For example, over half of both women (54 percent) and men (51 percent) reported that their partner had verbally or emotionally abused them, either occasionally or frequently, during the past year. Conversely, 38 percent of women and 40 percent of men reported verbally or emotionally abusing a partner at least occasionally during the past year (data not shown). 
Views toward inequitable gender norms
CONCLUSIONS
AYAs have broad gaps in their knowledge about HIV and SRHR. EAs fared significantly worse in these areas than their older counterparts, suggesting that few health education messages reach 10-to 14-year-olds. Although only a small minority of EAs had ever had sex, a considerable proportion of sexually active AYAs reported that their first sexual experience occurred before age 15. Furthermore, other sexual behaviors that put many AYAs at elevated risk of unplanned pregnancy and STI or HIV, were often disproportionately reported by young women compared to young men.
Inequitable perceptions of gender norms were typical among the young people in our study, and early adolescence presents a window of opportunity where gender-focused interventions could influence norms at a time when adolescent socialization processes are under way, 2, 6 and before many negative health outcomes begin to manifest. 7 However, as these data suggest, EAs and AYAs are at different developmental stages and have had different life experiences. Thus programs that target young people need to account for these developmental and experiential differences as they design their activities. 
